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The Chosen People 
Let’s take a look at history: 

In the 1930s, as the Nazis were tightening the 
noose around the necks of German Jews, George 
Bernard Shaw remarked that if the Nazis would 
only realize how Jewish their notion of Aryan 
superiority was, they would drop it immediately. In 
1973, in the aftermath of the Yom Kippur War, 
Yakov Malik, the Soviet ambassador to the United 
Nations, said: "The Zionists have come forward with 
the theory of the Chosen People, an absurd ideology. That is religious racism." 
Indeed, the most damaging anti-Semitic document in history, the forgery known 
as The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, is based on the idea of an international 
conspiracy to rule the world by the "Chosen People." 

What exactly are the Jewish people?  
Are we a ? A ? A ? 

What does it mean to be the ? 

Deuteronomy 
14:2 

 ֹול תֹויְהִל ,'ה רַחָּב 6ְבּו ;6יֶק4ֱא 'הַל ,הָּתַא ׁשֹודָק םַע יִּכ
 .הָמָדֲאָה יֵנְּפ-לַע רֶׁשֲא ,םיִּמַעָה לֹּכִמ ,

For you [the Jewish people] are a holy people to Hashem your G-d, and Hashem has 
chosen you to be out of all nations on the face of the earth. 

 
What is the nature of being chosen?  

What are we chosen for?  
How automatic is it?  

Can you become “unchosen”? 
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Midrash 
Sifri V’zos 
Habracha 

 :תומואה לכ לע אלא ,הלגנ אוה דבלב לארשי לע אל לארשיל הרות ןתיל םוקמה הלגנשכ
 בותכ המ :ול ורמא ?הרותה תא םתא םילבקמ :םהל רמאו ושע ינב לצא ךלה הליחתב
 'נש ,אוה חצור םהיבא ותוא לש ומצע לכ ,ע"שבר :ורמא .חצרת אל םהל רמא ?הב
 לצא ול ךלה .היחת ךברח לע )זכ תישארב( רמאנש ,ויבא וחיטבה ךכ לעו ,ושע ידי םידיהו

 םהל רמא ?וב בותכ המ ול ורמא ?הרותה תא םתא םילבקמ :םהל רמאו באומו ןומע ינב
 טול תונב יתש ןרהתו 'נש ,איה םהל הורע לש המצע ,ע"שבר :וינפל ורמא .ףאנת אל
 המ ול ורמא ?הרותה תא םתא םילבקמ :םהל רמא ,לאעמשי ינב אצמו ךלה .םהיבאמ
 'אנש ,היה םיטסל םהיבא ומצע לכ ,ע"שבר :וינפל ורמא .בונגת אל םהל רמא ?הב בותכ
 וצרי המ םחתפ לע קפדו ,רבדו ךלה אלש תומואב המוא התיה אל ,םדא ארפ היהי אוהו
 הרותה תא ולבקיו

When G-d came to give the Torah to Israel, He did not only reveal Himself to Israel, 
but to all the nations. Initially He went to the sons of Eisav and said to them, “Will you 
accept the Torah?” They replied, “What is written in it?” He replied, “Do not murder.” 
They replied, “Master of the universe, the entire essence of our forefather was to be a 
murderer!” … God went to the descendants of Amon and Moav and said to them, 
“Will you accept the Torah?” They replied, “What is written in it?” He said to them, 
“Do not commit adultery.” They replied, “Master of the universe, our entire essence is 
one of immorality” … He went and found the sons of Yishmael and said to them, “Will 
you accept the Torah?” They replied, “What is written in it?” He said to them, “Do not 
steal.” They replied, “Master of the universe, the entire essence of our forefather was 
to be a bandit.” From this story, we see nations of the world cannot say that G-d did 
not go and speak and knock at their doors and ask them if they wanted to accept 
the Torah. 

 
But when G-d asked the Jews about the Torah, something different happened: 

׃ ּורְמֹאּיַו םָעָה יֵנְזָאְּב אָרְקִּיַו תיִרְּבַה רֶפֵס חַּקִּיַו  

Then he took the record of the covenant and read it aloud to the people. And 
they said,  (Exodus 24:7) 

How is the Jewish peoples’ response different from that of the other nations? 
How does the concept of change if we know that everyone had the 

opportunity to be chosen? 

And if we return to the story of the first Jew, Avraham, we can see the same idea: 

Gemara 
Sukkah 49b 

 םהרבא יהלא אלא ?בקעיו קחצי יהלא אלו םהרבא יהלא
! 

We call the Jewish people the people of the G-d of Avraham and not the G-d of 
Isaac and Jacob. Why are the Jewish people associated specifically with 
Avraham? We use “the G-d of Avraham” because he was first of the converts, and he 
chose to have a connection to G-d. 

 



  ד״סב

 3 

Our Sages teach us that we are called the chosen people because 
we were chosen something. What do you think that thing is?  

Chosenness isn’t all about the perks – as Spiderman taught us, with 
great power comes great responsibility, and the Jewish people 

were chosen for a specific job in the world. And besides, there are 
times when being chosen isn’t always the best thing… 

Which child are you in your family? 
Are you the oldest child? What is that like? 

 
 
Being the oldest child has its perks, but it’s about much more than that: you are 
responsible to be a role model for your siblings, to help keep them out of trouble and to 
lead the family when, sometimes, things are tough. That is the exact role that the Jewish 
people were given by G-d: 

Exodus 4:22 ׃ ׳ה רַמָא הֹּכ הֹעְרַּפ־לֶא ָּתְרַמָאְו 
Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus say G-d: . 

 
What does it mean to be the “first-

born son” of the world?  
What kind of responsibility does that 

give the Jewish people?  
How can that relate to the idea of 

being the Chosen People? 
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This description of the Jewish People as beni bekhori Yisrael indicates that all 
nations are considered God’s children and part of God’s family. Jew and gentile 
alike receive “Divine love”, with the Jewish people representing the firstborn child. 

Being the firstborn does not mean that God showers more love on the Jewish 
People; no parent should love their firstborn or any other child in a preferential 

way. Nevertheless, the oldest child does play a unique role in the family dynamic. 
The oldest sets the tone for the rest of the children; how he or she acts has an 
inordinate influence on the behavior of all the other children. As such, parents 
naturally demand and expect greater responsibility on the part of the oldest 

child; thus, a singular bond exists between the oldest child and the parents. So 
too, in the family of all humanity, the Jewish people are charged with a teaching 
role. Jews set the tone for, and influence the values, ideals and behavior of, the 
rest of Mankind. This is the message that God told Moses to convey to Pharaoh. 

The Jewish People need to be redeemed so that they can take their proper 
place as the firstborn child, directing all of humanity to achieve the universal 
goals of Creation. The beni bekhori Yisrael model establishes that the Jewish 

People do enjoy a familial bond with God; but it is a bond that is shared by all of 
humanity and which makes the Jewish People responsible for all of humanity. 

Rabbi Shmuel Hain, “Beni Bekhori Yisrael" -  
Reflections on the Doctrine of Chosenness: Kol Hamevaser 

What is the “older sibling” role of the Jewish people in the world? 

Isaiah 42:6 ׃ םָע תיִרְבִל 6ְנֶּתֶאְו 6ְרָּצֶאְו 6ֶדָיְּב קֵזְחַאְו קֶדֶצְב 6יִתאָרְק ׳ה יִנֲא 
I the LORD, in My grace, have summoned you, And I have grasped you by the hand. 
I created you, and appointed you a covenant people, . 

 
What does it mean to be “a light of nations”? 

As we have seen, there is a special responsibility and 
opportunity that comes with being part of the Jewish nation. 
We are the ambassadors of God in this world and have the job 
of taking care of the rest of the world, because we are their 
‘spiritual older sibling’! That responsibility could mean very little, 
unless ultimately, you choose... Don’t forfeit the responsibilities 
and therefore the specialness inside of you. Live up to the 
challenge. Live up to the responsibility. Live up to the honor! 
 

 

 


